
MINUTES 
PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE 

JUNE 8, 2022 
 

The public works committee on June 8, 2022, at 4:30 p.m. in the council chambers at city hall. 
Present:  Chairman Gould, Alderperson Vanbruwaene, Alderperson Bredeman, Alderperson Sharp, 
Alderperson Braun, Mayor Hughes, Engineer Dave Horton, Superintendent Sutherland, Office Manager 
Passage  
Chairman Gould called the meeting to order at 4:40 p.m. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
Dean Braun asked the committee if the boat ramp was put out on the Govdeals.com site. 
Superintendent Sutherland stated that it has not. 
Dennis Miller asked to speak regarding 810 Santa Fe agenda topic. 
Alderperson Sharp ask that the agenda item – 810 Santa Fe – Enclose Structure be discussed first and 
allow Mr. Miller to address the committee.  The committee agreed. 
 
PURPOSE 
810 Santa Fe – Enclose Structure – Dennis Miller stated he has a unattached garage with a roof and 
poles.  He stated that he would like to enclose the structure and put a driveway in from Santa Fe. 
Avenue.  He stated he believes the poles are on the property line and there may be an inch of the 
overhang over the property line.  He stated that this structure has been there for approximately 50 
years.   Mayor Hughes stated that he requested that this come to public works.  Office Manager Passage 
stated that the structure would be in a non-conforming use and when altered it needed to conform to 
the current regulations.  She explained the set back requirements.  She stated that Mr. Miller could 
complete a building permit application and since he could not meet the requirements he could apply for 
a variance.  A discussion was held regarding the variance process and why a variance would be 
necessary. 
James Wright, 623 Elm addressed the committee as he is the neighbor to Mr. Miller.  He stated he had 
no objection to Mr. Miller be allowed to enclosing the structure. 
A discussion was held regarding why this was brought to the Public Works Committee.  After discussion, 
the committee directed Mr. Miller to complete the building permit application and seek a variance from 
the zoning board of appeals.  Mr. Miller objected to having to obtain a building permit.  Office Manager 
Passage read Section 106-72 (a) of the city code defining building permits required.   
 
Joint Funding Agreement – Tri County Regional Planning Commission – Office Manager Passage advised 
the committee that she received the Joint Funding Agreement from the Tri-County Regional Planning 
(PUATTS) and the city’s share of the dues to participate in the program is $2,754.00.  Last year the 
amount was $2,357.00.  The consensus of the committee was to bring the agreement and expense to 
council for approval. 
 
Drainage- Between Ash and Cedar – Alderperson Vanbruwaene stated that there is a storm drain in the 
alley that may be damaged and not draining properly and there is a drain pipe on Front street that may 
not be draining.  Superintendent Sutherland stated he would look at the two areas to see what the 
potential problem may be. 
 
Sidewalk Program Applications – No applications were received. 
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Motor Repair – Wilmot Pump House – Superintendent Sutherland stated that the Clutch and Bearings 
are going out of the motor at Wilmot Pump House.  He stated that the motor that was in Santa Fe pump 
house is the same motor as the one in Wilmot Pump House.  He would like to put the motor from Santa 
Fe pump house in Wilmot Pump House, however; the Santa Fe pump house motor needs repaired. The 
cost from Foremost to repair the motor is $4,027.74.  A discussion was held regarding using the Santa Fe 
motor and if the height of the motor is compatible.  Superintendent Sutherland stated he would verify 
before he proceeds.  The consensus of the committee was to seek approval to repair the motor at the 
June 13, council meeting.     
 
Update Santa Fe Well – Superintendent Sutherland stated that Mike Stoddard with Cahoy Well was 
present to discuss the status of the Santa Fe Well.  Mr. Stoddard addressed the committee.  
He explained that due to the high amount of water that the city is pumping and the strain on all the 
wells due to Santa Fe Well being shut down he would recommend the following: 

1.  Chestnut well be brought back on line.  He explained what needed to be done and discussion 
was held regarding the reason why it was taken out of line.  Superintendent Sutherland stated 
that he has talked with the EPA and they have the well as a standby well.  He feels it can be 
brought back on line, however; he would like to take some samples to insure there is no threat 
from the gas spill that caused the well to be taken out of line.   The EPA requested that two 
clean Bacterial samples be obtained before bringing it in line.  Engineer Horton voiced his 
concern since this well has been off line since 1981.  The estimated cost to bring the well back in 
line was $16,000. 

2. Repair the old Santa Fe Well.  Mr. Stoddard explained the process it would take to make the 
necessary repairs to the old Santa Fe Well.  Should this be accomplished it could relieve the 
stress on the other wells as the New Santa Fe Well is being constructed.  A discussion was held 
regarding the closeness of two Santa Fe Wells.  Superintendent Sutherland stated that he would 
have to insure they did not run at the same time.  The estimated cost of repairs is $32,000.00 

3. Build the new Santa Fe well.  Superintendent Sutherland stated that the estimated cost for the 
well (well, casing, pump, piping and electrical) is $358,466.00 and this did not include the 
Chemical needs for the well.  He stated he would be obtaining that cost from Hawkins Chemical.  
Mr. Stoddard reported that he is working with the EPA regarding the permits needed.   

The consensus of the committee was to bring the chestnut well cost and the repair of the old Santa Fe 
well to the council for approval.  
Contract – Watch Dog Program – Superintendent Sutherland presented the contract with PACE  
regarding our water samples for year 22-23.   The cost is $11,957.50. This cost will include all the 
supplies for the testing and the testing of the samples.    The consensus of the committee was to present 
the contact to the council June 13 for approval. 
 
High Water Usage Waiver Request – Office Manager Passage stated that she has received one high 
usage waiver request from Gerald Mitchell, 1609 Cloverdale.  Since Mr. Mitchell was not present this 
will be presented at the next meeting.    



 
 
Page Three 
Minutes 
Public Works Committee 
June 8, 2022 
 
Report Liens – Office Manager Passage reported that there is one property at 509 Santa Fe that will have 
a lien filed should the bill in the amount of $29.85 not be paid. 
 
Project Update – Engineer Horton stated that the cost for the improvement of Sycamore Street is 
$325,000 if the committee wants to add curbs, gutters and sidewalks.  If the defer the curbs, gutters, 
and sidewalks to a later date the cost would be under $250,000.00.  This project will be funded with 
MFT Rebuild Illinois funds and a resolution will need to be presented to the City council.  A discussion 
was held and the consensus of the committee was to defer the curbs, gutters, and sidewalks since the 
development of the land in Sycamore Trails has not started.  The resolutions will be brought to the June 
13 council for approval without the curbs, gutters, and sidewalks.   
He reported that he has the signed documents from IDOT regarding Finney Street and Wilmot Street. 
He reported that he obtained a price for the Sidewalk repairs in conjunction with the overlay at a cost of 
$13,288.00 and a price for striping as a cost of $10,000.00.  Both of these are MFT eligible by passing a 
resolution and recommended the resolution be present to the council for approval.  The consensus of 
the committee was to present the resolution to council June 13 for approval.  
He reported that he has obtained a proposal from Midstate for spray patching in the amount of 
$14,966.00.  This would be an MFT funded project.  The consensus of the committee was to present the 
proposal to council June 13 for approval.  
He reported that he obtained a proposal from Advanced Asphalt for the full depth patching.  The cost 
with public works doing the saw cutting is $20,889.00 and with them doing the saw cutting is  
$33,000.00.  The consensus of the committee was to seek approval for the $20,889.00 and have public 
works do the saw cutting. 
He reported that he has obtained a proposal from Advanced Asphalt for the Benedict Street Project.  To 
repair the roadway from the railroad tracks north with leveling binder is $68,156.00.  To also overlay the 
area of roadway between the railroad tracks would be an additional $24,150.00.   He recommended that 
the committee not repair the area between the railroad tracks as the roadway was based on per ton and 
he did not want to short the road repair should the leveling take more tonnage than estimated.  A 
discussion ensued regarding repairing the area between the railroad tracks and the consensus was to  
not do said area at this time.  The consensus of the committee was to proceed with council approval of 
the leveling binder of Benedict Street only. 
He reported that the material for the Cutright park restroom has been ordered and the target date to 
start the project is August – September. 
He reported that he had received a correspondence regarding interest in installing a charging station for 
cars in Chillicothe.  The committee deferred this until the next public works committee meeting. 
 
 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
Drainage – Pending update from Economic Development Director regarding Grant status. 
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SUMMARY 
Council Agenda Items:   Joint Funding Invoice 
                Repair – Motor Wilmot Pump House/Santa Fa 
   Contract – Watch Dog Program – PACE 
   Repair Chestnut Pump House 
   Repair Santa Fe Well (old) 
   Resolution – MFT Rebuild Illinois Funds 
   Resolution – MFT Sidewalks and Striping 
   Proposal – Spray Patching 
   Proposal – Full Depth Patching 
   Proposal – Benedict Street Project 
Chairperson – Action 
 
 
There being no further business the meeting adjourned at 6:34 p.m. 
 
Respectfully, 
 
Dennis Gould, Chairman 
 
 


